ARISTOCRATIC ENGLAND
mainly agricultural; the great towns began to grow. This again
was based upon earlier things; Liverpool had already multiplied
bv ten between the beginning of the century and the accession
of George III, Manchester by five, Birmingham by seven, and
Sheffield by nearly eight. The characteristic of modern England,
the great industrial town, was thoroughly launched.
The Proletariat. There might seem at first sight to be no
connecting link between these various forms of the new forces of
England, save a general spirit of expansion and energy: but there
was, binding them all, one connecting factor, wThich has come to
be tie chief social feature of this country—the mass of English-
men were more and more dispossessed. They were more and
more becoming what is called a proletariat—that is, lacking the
means of production and depending primarily upon a wage pro-
vided for them by the minority who were the owners of capital
and land.
This, the most profound element of all, had started centuries
before, when the landed proprietors, through their two great
committees, the House of Lords and the House of Commons,
through the lawyers, who were of their own class and appointed
to public office by them through their superior economic power
of purchase, and also through their action as local legislators
and magistrates, had begun dispossessing the peasantry. The
English proletariat (a class of men destitute of property) was
already formed—though only slowly becoming the majority of
the country—before the age of machinery and capitalism had
arrived. Without a proletariat already present the age of in-
dustrial capitalism could never have arrived. It arose from the
concentration of wealth in few hands, the direction of production
by individuals controlling great numbers of dependent poor, the
mastery of a minority who supplied the knowledge and judg-
ment, the concentration of capital, and all the rest which well-
divided property does not supply-
It was in the proletarian masses that the religious movement
worked, and without such material to work on it would have
been of far less effect. It was from the more successful among
the proletarians, and the smaller masters controlling them, that
the new middle classes arose who were, in the nineteenth cen-
tury, to be the soul of the new intensity of Protestantism which
Wesley had revived.
The gradual but remarkable expansion of agriculture was on

